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MCH may be a small organisation, but we work with a

community that has great potential. The Fellows, collaborators and

partners we work with have huge hearts and big ideas for how the arts can

play a part in shaping the future of our communities — be that the places where

we live, or the cross-border and cross-sector communities we are building together
based on shared interests and values.

In May 2021 we held the first part of our inaugural A Meeting Point on Art and Social Action
In Asia — nearly 300 people joined the online workshops and discussions, with hundreds
more attending on-the-ground events organised by Fellows across the region. This is
testament to how many of us in the arts are committed to playing a vital role in our
societies.

The fact that many of our Fellows in Myanmar have continued to be actively engaged in
MCH activities after the coup in February 2021, even while dealing with danger, conflict and
in some cases relocation as refugees, speaks to the ongoing relevance of networks in times
of crisis, as well as to the creativity and resilience of cultural practitioners in the Mekong
region.

While we are optimistic thanks to this engagement — there is still work to be done. We are
just scratching the surface of what is possible by transforming connection into
collaboration across the diverse network of people that forms MCH. By underpinning the
network building, skills-exchange, and collaborative action that we have lined up for
2022, with an ongoing reflexive practice that asks how can we keep learning, how

can we do better, how can we adapt to make more room for others, we hope to take
another step forward this year. Thank you for being with us!
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Revealing Contexts: A Meeting Point on Art & Social Action in Asia was a collaborative effort of
Mekong Cultural Hub, in partnership with Asia Arts Management (AAM). It created a space for
people to exchange ideas, experiences and best practices, get new inspiration and connections
with potential partners to take their work forward. The program was originally planned to take
place both online and onsite in May. However, many events were postponed due to COVID situation
which gave us an opportunity to meet each other again in a mini-Meeting Point in July.
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“Meeting Point 2021 brought us to an intersection to understand the state of art and social action in Asia
at this current moment, and confronted us with the issues that needed to be resolved and acknowledged
before we can take the leap forward into a new future.” — Wennie Yang (Arts Equator)

“I am grateful for all the presenters’ sharing as creative responses to the pandemic, which lead us to
contemplate the various impacts of the crisis on individuals and social groups, ranging from the domains
of day-to-life to the public sphere and to the environment and ecology we are situated in.” — Curated
conference: In the Wake of COVID

This is a fascinating discussion — I feel like it cuts to the question — what makes Southeast Asia, Southeast
Asia? What holds us together? It isn't really language as so many have pointed out.. Maybe finding the
answer to these questions can help articulate WHY SEA.” — Revealing Contexts Roundtable: Future of Art

& Social Action in Post-pandemic Asia




Local Gathering called for interest to our network of Fellows, to seek people who would be willing to
host a physical gathering in their local community as an action of solidarity and community on the
Meeting Point dates. We asked those interested to design their own event, making the Revealing Contexts
theme relevant to their own community, and to commit to integrating some of the virtual Meeting Point
program into their agenda. We were delighted with the positive response and the diversity and creativity
of the proposals of 21 Local Gatherings from 13 countries.
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Listen! The sound of artistic practice
in the Mekong region ) ) .
New York City (USA) Art & Social Action: Sapporo Gathering
Hokkaido (Sapporo) (Japan)

AAM Osaka
Cocoroom, Osaka City (Japan)
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in Vietnam's Creative Industry
Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam) .

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING POINT from 20th to 29th October, 2022
with the theme ‘from connection to collaboration’,
where we could continue our conversations on art and social action from last time.




FINANCE HEADLINES

MCH distributed $63,000 USD directly to Fellows to implement activities, actions and collaborative projects
MCH paid $80,000 USD to artists, cultural practitioners and creative enterprises involved in
designing, organising and producing our projects
We spent $6,000 USD on direct expenses of running workshops and trainings
(much cheaper thanks to zoom!)

MCH's management and operation costs were $100,000 USD, including staff, operations,
marketing, capacity development, and audit

MCH TEAM

Jennifer Lee, Program Manager
jennifer@mekongculturalhub.org

Quyen Pham, Communication Officer
quyen@mekongculturalhub.org

Frances Rudgard, Director
frances@mekongculturalhub.org

Rina Roeun, Program Coordinator
rina@mekongculturalhub.org
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MCH would like to thank all Fellows and network members
who have worked together

. We would like to pay special thanks to ;

Amm Siriporn Nguyén Anh Tuan
Anitha Silvia Janet Pillai Nicola Turner
Anmol Vellani Jennifer Teo Regula Gattiker
Bin Kiphavong Katrina Stuart Santiago Sinath Sous
Chu Kim buc Kuon Manith Sudebi Thakurata
Chung Shefong Lé Thuan Uyén Sunitha Janamohanan
Connie Baher Leng Leakhana Tawanwiwattanagul Paritta-Anong
David Benaim Marco Kusumawijaya Tran Luong
Dian Tka Gesuri Minamida Akemi Yachita Mio
Foo Wei Meng Muto Daisuke Yaengly Chuechonglee
Hour Phaktra Nagatsu Yuichiro Zi Var Soe

Iwasawa Takako Nakagawa Shin Zun Ei Phyu




MEKONG CULTURAL HUB is a regional
initiative of Living Arts International,
a non-profit organisation which believes
the arts are at the heart of every vital society.
Living Arts International's other initiatives include
Cambodian Living Arts.
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INTERNATIONAL LIVING ARTS






